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dential election were freely made, based upon
this combination.159 The result of the election
of 1884 proved that General "Weaver's political
judgment as to the possibilities of a combina-
tion of the Democrats and Greenbackers was
not unfounded. The opposition of a group of
Independents to the Bepublican candidate and
their support of Cleveland caused the election
of the Democratic candidate. How much more
decisive might have been the victory if the
wide-spread sentiment represented by the
Greenback party could have been definitely
allied with the Democratic party!

General Weaver's political insight appre-
hended the opportunity for a coalition which
would have anticipated by many years the later
developments in American social politics. The
elections of 1896, 1912, and 1916 might have
been preceded by one in 1884 which would have
made the later struggles unnecessary. A more
sympathetic and discerning candidate than
Cleveland might have made the work of Bryan
and Roosevelt and Wilson easier, and our poli-
tics might be free from much of the confusion
that now exists. Probably the situation was
not ripe for such developments: possibly Gen-
eral Weaver was too far in advance of his con-
temporaries to get concrete results.

The campaign of 1883 was "one of the most
hotly contested ever known in the State": it